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Ventura City Council approves relocation of Father Junipero Serra statue

Ventura, Calif. - The Ventura City Council unanimously voted to remove and relocate two
statues of Father Junipero Serra at a special public meeting on July 15, 2020.

"In recent weeks, the City of Ventura received thousands of emails, phone calls, and public
comments about the Father Junipero Serra statue. Last night, the City Council reached a
peaceful resolution to remove and relocate two Serra statues,” commented Ventura City
Manager, Alex D. Mclintyre.

The decision will allow the bronze statue of Father Junipero Serra, located on public property
in front of City Hall, to be put in storage with the goal of moving it to Mission San
Buenaventura. The City Council also approved the removal of a wooden statue of Father Serra
from inside City Hall and asked that it be moved into storage until an appropriate site is
identified.

"We'd like to thank everyone in the community who got involved and came together during this
public process. We are glad this historic decision involved so many voices," Deputy Mayor
Sofia Rubalcava.

The Council voted 6-0 to remove the statues with Mayor Matt LaVere absent. The Mayor
recused himself from the public meeting to ensure that the community discussion was
conducted free of bias after signing a joint statement in support of safely moving the statue
with the Barbarefio/ Venturefio Band of Mission Indians (Chumash) and the Mission San
Buenaventura.

To read the joint letter, click here: “June 18, 2020: A peaceful resolution on Father Junipero
Serra statue.”

To view the special City Council Meeting conducted on July 15, 2020, visit
www.CityofVentura.ca.gov/FatherSerra.
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